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The Impact of Trade Liberalization on Human Capital Accumulation

——A Literature Review from the Perspective of Micro Decision

FENG Kuo' ,2WANG Xiao - fei’ , ZHENG Shu — yu’

(1. School of International Trade and Economics,Central University of Finance and Economics,Beijing 100081 ;

2. School of Agriculture and Rural Development,Renmin University of China,Beijing 100872 ;
3. School of Economics,Ocean University of China, Tsingtao 266100, China)
Abstract: In recent years, many scholars are becoming increasingly concerned about the influence of
trade liberalization on human capital accumulation. On the basis of former macro researches, this thesis
continues to explore it on the micro level. In this paper,a new model based on Factor Endowments Theory
is given to systematically explain the new problems inthe effects of trade on human capital accumulation.
Based on both theoretical research and empirical analysis, this paper draws the following conclusions
through summarizing the related literature; trade liberalization changes labor market conditions to affect
individual or familys educational decisions;as a determining factor in human capital accumulation , trade
liberalization is influenced jointly by macro demand and micro supply ;additionally, skills — oriented trade
expansion helps to alleviate information asymmetry and increase the accumulation of human capital in de-
veloping countries.

Key words: trade liberalization ;human capital ; educational decision ; Factor Endowments Theory
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